HORAM ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
TUESDAY 20th APRIL 2010
MINUTES
The purpose for the Annual Parish Meeting is to create an opportunity for local residents to get together and discuss news and events in the local community.

The Chairman welcomed the public attending and presented the Chairman’s Report for 2009-2010 and asked all the councillors to introduce themselves to the public. 
The chairman introduced Cllr Susan Stedman to speak on the subject of Allotments. Cllr Stedman told the public that an area has been identified for potential allotments at the far end of the ‘new football field’ – an unusable triangle of land. Cllr Stedman also informed the public that allotment owners would have to apply for planning permission for sheds individually. The idea of either a group application or a storage building built by HPC/VHC were also discussed – Cllr Stedman to speak with WDC Planning Department on all these ideas. A further meeting between Horam Parish Council, Village Hall Committee, the Football Club & representatives of the allotment waiting list will need to be organised to discuss the finer details before any formal applications are put in. It is hoped that the allotments will be up and running for next years season.
PCSO Karl Williams, Sussex Police gave a talk about his position within the Horam Parish and what he can do. PCSO Williams told the public that he believes that Horam is very fortunate as the level of crime is very low and anti-social behaviour is virtually nil. The subject of traffic speeding along Horebeech Lane was raised by a resident and PCSO Williams informed the meeting he is using the speed gun along Horebeech Lane during peak hours as much as he can at present. 
Robert Grey, Horam Tennis Club told the public about the progress of the Tennis Club and also reminded people that membership is open to everyone. The Tennis Club has a new website which is www.horamtennis.net – please visit to see what the Tennis Club is all about.
Mike Evans, Village Hall Committee spoke on the future of the Village Hall and what the new Village Hall Committee are doing. The Village Hall Committee have a lot more volunteers now to help do work around the Village Hall – and the group has already deep-cleaned & redecorated the toilets and a new kitchen is being installed at present. The entrance road has been fixed and the VHC have an open dialogue with Merrydown and hopefully the situation will never get as bad again. The VHC are also doing a discount for Villagers for renting the hall to encourage local users to use it. The aim of the VHC this year is to get the hall used more with increased advertisement and improvement of the facilities. The VHC is open for ideas to enhance the village hall further.
The Chairman spoke on the subject of the Clubrooms sale – the change of use planning application is being processed by WDC and hopefully a sale will be forthcoming this year. The Chairman suggested a public referendum next year after the sale of the Clubrooms to talk about how to spend the monies received from the sale. 

At the end of the meeting a number of people stayed and chatted for a while.
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