DRAFT MINUTES – AWAITING APPROVAL


MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE HORAM PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE CLUBROOMS, HORAM ON WEDNESDAY 8th SEPTEMBER 2010
Present: 
M Shepherd (Vice-Chairman), G Knight, L Parkyn, R Phillips, V Roberts, S Stedman, D Belasco
& L Dunderdale 
   
In attendance – L Woodhouse (Clerk)

PUBLIC SESSION 7.30PM
No member of the public attended
Cllr Shepherd, as Vice Chairman, chaired the meeting due to Chairman Cousin not being in attendance.
1. To receive apologies for absence –Cllr Cousins, Cllr Alexander & Cllr Stanbridge – accepted. 
2. Declarations of interest
Members are invited to declare any personal or prejudicial interests relating to any item on the agenda – None were made.
3. Minutes of Council Meeting 11th August 2010 were confirmed and signed as a true record
4. Correspondence received – for information, see attachment page (file to be circulated)
	Mrs Trott
	Waldron Ghyll/Stream Farm & Bridge Farm tunnel – Clerk to forward letter to ESCC Highways, also Wealden Safety Road Partnership with a copy to Cllr Dowling

	Patrick Roper
	Environment Statement quote – It was RESOLVED to wait until we receive the report from WDC with what is required of the Council with regard to the Allotments & and Environmental Statement


5. To receive reports from committees/sub committees.
	Planning, Highways & Rights of Ways 
	Nothing to report

	Finance incl Monthly Report
	Clerk reported the current finance situation which is good. The budget/precept meeting was discussed and it is felt that all Councillor should be invited to the Finance Meeting. RESOLVED: Date confirmed 25/10/10 after Highways meeting


6. To receive reports from representatives 
Police Authority & Neighbourhood Panel – Cllr G Alexander – Not in attendance
Village Hall – Cllr M Shepherd – Nothing to report as no meeting
Club Rooms –Cllr Cousins – Clerk reported that the sale is near completion and that the solicitors have forwarded the sale contract for signing. It was proposed and voted for unanimously that the contract be signed by the Council (G Knight & V Roberts) and the 3 trustees (M Shepherd, S Stedman & M Cousins) RESOLUTION: Sign contract of sale for the Clubrooms
Emergency Officer – Cllr L Parkyn & Cllr G Alexander – Nothing to report
Wealden District Association of Local Councils – Cllr M Shepherd – Nothing to report
Press Officer – Cllr M Cousins – Not in attendance
Rep. For views of the elderly – Cllr R Phillips – attended the Older Peoples Joint Commissioning Strategy Consultation Event on 18th August in Eastbourne which was found to be interesting and an opportunity to pass on views. Some more issues raised by the elderly of Horam include double yellow lines outside clubrooms & throughout the village, pedestrian crossing or traffic island at lower end of high street, a wheelchair for emergency use; however one can be rented from Red Cross in Heathfield – Clerk to put these on list for meeting between ESCC Highways and Horam Parish Council. Cllr Phillips also mentioned that the elderly are unsure what benefits they maybe entitled to – Cllr Stedman mentioned information on benefits, particularly non-means tested, is available from WDC and the PC will be finding out more about this service.
Gazette – Cllr L Parkyn – is in need of material for the next issue
Parish Plan Implementation – Cllr V Roberts – Nothing to report
Rep for Youth – Cllr J Stanbridge – Not in attendance however the Clerk report that the Graffiti Boards are being delivered and installed w/c 13/9/10
Risk Assessments – Cllr Parkyn – Nothing to report
Allotments – Cllr G Alexander – Cllr Stedman reported that there was no need for Planning Permission to be granted and passed cheque from WDC for half the cost of the Planning Application (£83.75). Clerk to arrange meeting between Horam Parish Council, Village Hall Committee & the Allotment Association.
Website – Cllr Phillips – The website is running smoothly.
District and County Councillor Update – Cllr S Stedman – Nothing to report
Maynards Green School – Cllr L Parkyn – The intake for this school year is good and there will be a meeting in 3 weeks.
7. Chairman’s Report – incl. bench at Vines Cross – Vice Chairman Shepherd informed the Council of the further quotation received from Tony Blackford to fix the original seat in Vines Cross at a cost of £240 (no VAT charged), the clerk also passed around the quotations received to purchase a new bench between £281 - £581 (excl. VAT). It was proposed, seconded and voted for unanimously to go with the repair. RESOLVED: Tony Blackford at the cost £240 to fix the Vines Cross bench with new oak slats.
8. To confirm list of questions/issues to put forward to ESCC Highways Department – meeting with Brian Banks at ESCC Highways at the end of September – Councillors discussed and the following to be put on the agenda. 1, Manor Close Kerbstones, 2, Stream Cottage – both culvert & traffic speed, 3, Pavement condition – Cllr Phillips to report to Clerk on location, 4, Accident report for outside May Garland public house & B2203, 5, Number of signs along West Street Lane & Tubwell Lane, 6, Steps to/from Cuckoo Walk opposite to bridge, 7, Yellow lines from junction of Vines Cross Road & B2203 to High Street Bridge, 8, Pedestrian crossing/traffic island lower end of High Street. 
9. To discuss local referendums to veto excessive council tax increase – The matter was discussed at length and Clerk to write with the opinion that Horam Parish Council are for the government’s change in policy however feel that the details regarding Parish/Town Council’s should be reviewed.
10. Funfair at Horam Recreation Ground – Cllr Knight informed the Council of the letter received from Showtime Amusement regarding next year. It was brought to the attention of Horam Parish Council that Showtime Amusements have been refused to be able to book the recreation ground within school holiday time. It was discussed at length and the Council feel that the Funfair is of great benefit to the Village, bring in additional income to shops in the area. Cllr Shepherd will report the Council’s findings at the next Village Hall Committee.
11.  Finance – All cheques approved
12. Items to be referred to next meeting – WDC report on allotments, Fun Fair – update, Phone Boxes & Ideas for income from Clubrooms 
13. Dates of next meetings:
The next Planning Committee Meeting will be held on Monday 27th September 2010 starting at 7.30pm in the Meeting Room, Cherry Tree Court, Horam

The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 13th October 2010 at 7.30pm, preceded by a Planning/Highways & Rights of Way meeting at 7pm
