MINUTES OF PLANNING & HIGHWAYS COMMITTEES MEETING OF THE HORAM PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE CLUBROOMS, HORAM ON WEDNESDAY 9th FEBRUARY 2011
Present:  
V Roberts (Chairman), J Stanbridge, R Phillips, D Belasco, S Stedman, 
G Knight & M Cousins 
In attendance: L Woodhouse (Clerk)

Public Session – 7.30pm – No members of the public and one member of press attended
1: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – M Shepherd- accepted
2: DECLARATION OF INTEREST – None were declared
3: MINUTES OF PLANNING MEETING HELD ON 26th January 2011 were confirmed and signed as a true record.

4: NEW PLANNING APPLICATIONS  

WD/2011/0032/F – Little Thatch, Horebeech Lane, Horam – Single storey extension – HPC recommend approval of this planning application as long as materials match existing – the vote was unanimous

WD/2011/0076/F – Lanesmead Farm, Laundry Lane, Vines Cross – Change of use of two existing outbuildings from dog kennels to holiday lets. Change of use of stables, paddocks, haybarn and sandschool from private use only to use in conjunction with holiday lets – HPC strongly recommend refusal of this planning application due to the incomplete planning application – HPC feel this application should have been for change of use from B1 use to holidays lets as the previous application for change of use has already been granted (WD/2010/2298/F). HPC would objection on the following grounds - it feels that the outbuildings do not lend themselves to holidays lets in this communal format and could turn into a house of multi-occupancy – making it possible for 6 or more to co-habit – contrary to SI/2010/653. HPC are also concerned over the additional traffic the holiday lets would cause on a country lane. HPC also feel if planning permission is granted then a S106 agreement should be put in place to tie the holiday lets to the main property. The vote was 6 for refusal with 1 abstention.
5: PLANNING GRANTED - None
6: PLANNING REFUSED – None

7: PLANNING WITHDRAWN – None

8: PLANNING APPEALS – None

9: HIGHWAYS AND FOOTPATHS

Cllr Stanbridge raised a number of issues. 1. The footpaths in Maynards Green were cleared up recently by ESCC Highways due to the parking on the verge by school parents. The committee feels this is a waste of rate payer’s money. The parking is continuous and as soon as bad weather hits again – the mud will be over the footpaths. Clerk to write to ESCC Highways and suggest that the use of grasscrete should be investigated for this area. 2. HPC asked the Village Maintenance Team of ESCC to move a bench in Maynards Green to outside the school back in April 2010, the Clerk has chased a number of times however the situation is still the same. Clerk to write again and inform Cllr Chris Dowling, ESCC of the situation. Cllr Cousins also mentioned a bent sign on the junction of the A267 and Horebeech Lane – Clerk to report.

10: CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED

A letter from C Smith, Tree Warden of Horam was received requesting TPOs to be placed on a number of trees in Horeham Bridge area. The committee voted to support the recommendations unanimously. 
