MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE HORAM PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE CLUBROOMS, HORAM ON WEDNESDAY 9th FEBRUARY 2011
Present: 
M Cousins (Chairman), M Shepherd (Vice-Chairman), G Knight, J Stanbridge, R Phillips,
S Stedman, D Belasco, L Parkyn, V Roberts, G Alexander, L Dunderdale
   
In attendance – L Woodhouse (Clerk)

PUBLIC SESSION 7.30PM
1 member of the public and 1 member of the press attended. The member of the public, Mr D Blackford informed the Council of an incident which occur outside his property in the High Street on 11 January 2011 at 11am. 3 young boys from St Mary’s School used threatening behaviour towards Mr Blackford and a number of other villagers including several shop owners. The police and the head master of St Mary’s School were informed. Chairman Cousins informed Mr Blackford that he too spoke with Mr Simon Thorpe, Head Master of St Mary’s School regarding this incident and others which have been occurring throughout the past couple of weeks. Mr Thorpe has been invited to attend the next Full Council meeting on 9th March and Mr Thorpe has invited a number of Councillors to visit St Marys School. It was agreed to discuss this matter further at next Full Council meeting.
0211-1. To receive apologies for absence – Cllr Dowling - accepted
0211-2. Declarations of interest
Members are invited to declare any personal or prejudicial interests relating to any item on the agenda – None were made.
0211-3. Minutes of Council Meeting 12th January 2010 were confirmed and signed as a true record

0211-4. To receive reports from committees/sub committees.
	Planning, Highways & Rights of Way
	Nothing to report

	Finance incl. monthly report from Clerk
	Clerk reported that the Council have had an insurance rebate of £135 due to the removal of the Skate Park. The figures for this financial year are on track.


Councillor Shepherd arrived at this time

0211-5. To receive reports from representatives 
Police Authority & Neighbourhood Panel – Cllr G Alexander – informed the Council that there are a number of rumours regarding cutbacks and that we should hopefully, as a quiet area, not feel the cutbacks as much as other areas. Cllr Stanbridge asked Cllr Alexander to enquire about funding when he attends the JAG meeting in April.
Village Hall – Cllr M Shepherd – The fundraising for the refurbishment of the playground has reached £6,500 and the Village Hall Committee are really pushing towards the final total of £10,000. The funding application for the drainage of the football field is nearly complete; Clerk to liaise with Steve Smith. Cllr Shepherd mentioned the APM to the VHC and Mike Evans is happy to do a presentation. The VHC are very positive about the skatepark project involving the youth and look forward to working with the Parish Council.
Club Rooms – Cllr Cousins – The sale of the Clubrooms is still progressing and our solicitors are pushing for exchange and completion. 
Allotments – Cllr S Stedman & Cllr M Cousins – An interim report was received from the new Allotment Society and the Council praised the new committee on their hard work over the past month. Cllr Stedman reminded the Council that the lease would be between the VHC and the Allotment Society and that the Ecological Survey, requested by the WDC, should still go ahead to complete the Parish Council’s obligations. Cllr Stedman proposed to proceed with the Ecological survey at a cost of £400, when the Allotment Society breaks ground; this was seconded and voted 10 for with one abstention. RESOLVED: Clerk to arrange Ecological Survey at a cost of approx. £400.
Wealden District Association of Local Councils – Cllr M Shepherd – The last meeting of WDALC was on the same date as the last Full Council meeting however Cllr Shepherd did attend the SALC executive committee meeting where the following points were raised. Trevor Leggo would like all Councils to champion the SALC website for helpful information – Clerk to pass on user name and password to the Councillors. A training morning has been arranged at the Boship Hotel regarding the Localism Bill – 8 Councillors require places. The upcoming elections are an important upcoming event and a press campaign is starting in the Courier and Sussex Express on 6th March.
Chairman………………….

Press Officer – Cllr M Cousins – Nothing to report
Rep. For views of the elderly – Cllr R Phillips – Clerk to arrange a poster to be placed in Wessons and on the notice board regarding non-mean testing benefits along with information into the Village Diary.
Gazette – Cllr L Parkyn – Nothing to report
Rep for Youth – Cllr J Stanbridge – is arranging a meeting with a number of youths to discuss the fundraising ideas for the new skate park. A field trip to a BMX track in Windmill Hill to be arranged shortly.
Website – Cllr Phillips – reported on the statistics of the website. From the end of Tuesday there were 13 visits, 92 visits for the week and 414 visits for the month.
District and County Councillor Update – Cllr S Stedman & Cllr Dowling – Cllr Stedman reported that the Merrydown site has now been sold to Redrow and a pre-application meeting between Redrow, WDC and Horam Parish Council will be happening at the end of February. The date for Sports Relief has been set for next year – 25 March 2012 at the Village Hall – Cllr Stedman is happy to arrange again.
Maynards Green School – Cllr L Parkyn – Finance reports are good and applications for September intake are high.
0211-6. Chairman’s Report including Elections 2011 – Chairman Cousins informed the Council that he will be attending the pre-application meeting between the purchasers of the Merrydown site and WDC on behalf of the Council. Chairman Cousins also reminded the Councillor that if they are planning on not standing in the May elections to let the Clerk know so the Council knows how many new Councillors are needed – to get Quality Status at least 80% of Councillors need to be elected.
0211-7 Ideas for the APM on 16th March (see attached)

0211-8 Grant applications for 2011-12 – All grant applications were discussed at length and the following amounts were decided. 
	GRANTS
	2011-12
	Brief Description
	Power to grant money

	
	
	
	

	Maynards Green School 
	£2,716.00
	Renovation of swimming pool
	LGA 1972, s.144

	Scouts
	£2,664.00
	To resurface floor of scout hut
	LGA (Miscellaneous Provisions) 1976 s.19

	Horam Fun Day
	£500.00
	free entrance to fun day
	LGA 1972, s.145

	Horam Pre-School
	£500.00
	Safety mat & mobile sink unit
	S137

	Horam Allotment Society
	£300.00
	Start up costs
	Small Holding & Allotments Act 1908, s. 26

	ESAB
	£100.00
	Leaflet printing
	S137

	Poppy Appeal
	£20.00
	Poppy wreath 
	S137

	TOTAL
	£6,800.00
	
	 


0211-9. Finance – All cheques approved
	
	Amount
	Min Ref/Power
	Chq No

	Cheques for approval and signature
	
	
	

	WRAG – Room Hire
	£150
	
	200607

	WDC – Litter Bin & Dog Bin Emptying
	£475.81
	
	200608

	M Cousins – Expenses
	£41.97
	
	200609

	Auditing Solutions – Internal Audit
	£229.12
	
	200610

	Verde Ltd – Clubrooms clearing
	£102
	
	200612

	P Carter – Maintenance Person
	£96
	
	200613

	L Woodhouse – Salary
	
	
	200614

	L Woodhouse – expenses
	
	
	200615

	Brighton & Hove City Council – Gazette Printing
	£75.60
	
	200616

	BOI Transfer - £1500
	
	
	


0211-10. Items to be referred to next meeting – none
0211-11. Dates of next meetings:
The next Planning Committee Meeting will be held on Wednesday 23rd February 2011 starting at 7.30pm in the Meeting Room, Cherry Tree Court, Horam. The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 9th March 2011 at 7.30pm, preceded by a Planning/Highways & Rights of Way meeting at 7pm
Chairman………………………….
